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Emery-Dreifuss Facioscapulohumeral,
limb-girdle, myotonic, and
oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophies.
S. 2625
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2625, a bill to ensure that de-
ferred Department of Veterans Affairs
disability benefits that are received in
a lump sum amount or in prospective
monthly amounts, be excluded from
consideration as annual income when
determining eligibility for low-income
housing programs.
S. 2639
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2639, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for an assured
adequate level of funding for veterans
health care.
S. 2660
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2660, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to ensure that the mis-
sion and functions of Regional Trans-
mission Organizations and Independent
System Operators include keeping en-
ergy costs as low as reasonably pos-
sible for consumers, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2672
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
COLLINS), the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2672, a bill to provide
incentives to physicians to practice in
rural and medically underserved com-
munities.
S. 2684
At the request of Mr. DoDpD, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2684, a bill to reform the hous-
ing choice voucher program under sec-
tion 8 of the United States Housing Act
of 1937.
S. 2719
At the request of Mrs. DOLE, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS), the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER) and the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2719, a
bill to provide that Executive Order
13166 shall have no force or effect, and
to prohibit the use of funds for certain
purposes.
S. 2722
At the request of Mrs. DOLE, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) and
the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SES-
SIONS) were added as cosponsors of S.
2722, a bill to prohibit aliens who are
repeat drunk drivers from obtaining
legal status or immigration benefits.
S. 2729
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
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2729, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to modify Medi-
care physician reimbursement policies
to ensure a future physician workforce,
and for other purposes.

S. 2760

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. HARKIN), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2760, a
bill to amend title 10, United States
Code, to enhance the national defense
through empowerment of the National
Guard, enhancement of the functions of
the National Guard Bureau, and im-
provement of Federal-State military
coordination in domestic emergency
response, and for other purposes.

S. 2766

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the names of the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) and the Sen-
ator from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2766, a
bill to amend the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act to address certain dis-
charges incidental to the normal oper-
ation of a recreational vessel.

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2766, supra.

S. 2774

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2774, a bill to provide for the
appointment of additional Federal cir-
cuit and district judges, and for other
purposes.

S. 2785

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2785, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Security Act to preserve access to phy-
sicians’ services under the Medicare
program.

S. RES. 138

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 138, a resolution hon-
oring the accomplishments and legacy
of Cesar Estrada Chavez.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KOHL (for himself and
Mr. VITTER):

S. 2794. A bill to protect older Ameri-
cans from misleading and fraudulent
marketing practices, with the goal of
increasing retirement security; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, many of
America’s seniors are discovering that
their life savings may not be enough to
sufficiently provide for their retire-
ment needs. To bridge the gap, some
seniors are turning to investments to
increase their retirement income and
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frequently rely on financial advisors to
help them invest wisely. Unfortu-
nately, we have learned that seniors
are placing their trust in so-called
‘“‘senior investment advisors’” who in
many cases may not deserve it. More
and more, individuals are representing
themselves as certified ‘‘senior invest-
ment specialists’ when often they have
limited or no education and experience
in extremely complicated financial
matters. It is estimated that there are
hundreds of different designations for
senior financial advisors that all sound
very official, and that there are thou-
sands of unscrupulous individuals mar-
keting themselves out as such ‘‘senior”
specialists.

You would be surprised to know that
in order to obtain some of them, all it
takes is a weekend and as many cracks
at an open-book, multiple-choice exam
as is needed? It is almost impossible for
seniors to tell the difference between
the more legitimate titles and those
with less rigorous standards.

Today, Senator VITTER and I are in-
troducing the Senior Investor Protec-
tion Act of 2008 to help ensure there
are rules to separate reputable designa-
tions, like Certified Financial Plan-
ners, from less rigorous designations
and clarifications that are meant to
confuse and mislead seniors. This bill
would encourage states to improve
their own rules regulating the use of
designations by encouraging them to
adopt provisions outlined in the North
American Securities Administrators
Association’s, NASAA, new model rule
on the use of senior designations. It
would create a grant to help States
protect senior investors from unscru-
pulous individuals who use misleading
designations to sell seniors inappro-
priate financial products.

We know that an attorney must go to
school for 3 years and pass a State bar
exam. A CPA must have a college de-
gree, an additional year of study and
must pass a national exam. Neither can
offer their professional services with-
out those credentials. Seniors should
be able to trust the people who invest
their money. They should not be wor-
ried that the title after their advisor’s
name is scarcely more than a mar-
keting ploy, and that it was not earned
through sufficiently rigorous financial
education or training.

I strongly encourage my colleagues
to cosponsor this measure.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 493—TO
LIMIT CONSIDERATION OF
AMENDMENTS UNDER A BUDGET
RESOLUTION

Mr. SPECTER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Budget:

S. RES. 493

Resolved,
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